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REPUBLIC OF GHANA

THE ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTH

ACT

OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA
ENTITLED

WILDLIFE RESOURCES MANAGEMENT ACT, 2023

AN ACT to consolidate and revise the laws relating to wildlife and
protected areas, provide for the implementation of international
conventions on wildlife to which Ghana is a signatory and for
related matters.

DATE OF ASSENT: [¥ March, 2024.
PasseD by Parliament and assented to by the President
Wildlife — Ownership, Implementation, Objects and Functions

Ownership of wildlife and wildlife products
1. (1) A wildlife resource, a wildlife product and an associated
genetic resource in Ghana are vested in the President on-behalf of the
people of Ghana.
(2) Subsection (1) does not affect the right of a
(a) person who is acting in accordance with the terms of a
licence or permit granted under subsection (6) of section 23
to that person to acquire a wildlife, a wildlife product or an
associated genetic resource of wildlife, or to acquire and
breed wildlife; or
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(b) community which has been granted authority over a defined
Community Resource Management Area under section 16.

(3) An animal killed or a trophy acquired by a wildlife officer in the
execution of the duties of that wildlife officer is the property of the State.

Implementing agency

2. (1) The Forestry Commission established under section 1 of the
Forestry Commission Act, 1999 (Act 571) is the implementing agency
for the purposes of this Act.

(2) The Commission shall discharge the duty specified under
subsection (1) through the Wildlife Division of the Commission.

Objects of the Commission with regard to wildlife
3. Without limiting the objects of the Commission under Act 571,
the objects of the Commission with regard to wildlife are to

(a) establish, manage and support a system of protected areas
with the aim of protecting samples of the major ecological
communities of the country in a natural state;

(b) enable and support communities to maximise the economic
benefits to be derived from the sustainable use of wildlife,
whilst minimising loss of life and damage to property
caused by wildlife;

(c) promote the sustainable use of wildlife, including

(i) the hunting and taking of wild animals and plants
from protected areas; and

(i) the internal and international trade in wildlife and
wildlife products by ensuring the long-term
sustainability of the species found in or migrating
through Ghana,;

(d) promote and facilitate the implementation of the provisions
of international conventions concerned with wildlife which
Ghana has ratified,;

(e) promote knowledge, understanding and appreciation of
wildlife in Ghana to improve the management of wildlife
in the country; and

() develop effective partnerships with other Government
agencies, traditional authorities, civil society organisations,
development partners and the private sector at national,
regional and district levels to provide for a more effective
implementation of this Act.
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Functions of the Commission with regard to wildlife
4. (1) The Commission in furtherance of the object under paragraph
(a) of section 3, shall

(a)

(®)

©
(@)

(€

®©

(h)

()

manage and conserve the existing protected areas and
RAMSAR Sites, and prevent illegal use of wildlife resources
in these areas;

establish a Protected Area Management Advisory Committee
for each protected area, to advise on the development and
implementation of management plans and facilitate the
integration of local community needs into protected area
management;

develop a detailed management plan for each area, and
ensure that all plans are implemented;

promote private sector and community partnerships and
grant leases, concessions and access for the development of
wildlife-based tourism facilities and services in a way that
maximises benefits to local communities and the nation as
a whole;

ensure that environmental impact assessments are
conducted for all proposed developments within protected
areas and ensure that necessary environmental safeguards
are adopted;

promote payment for ecosystem services;

issue licences to the local community for the use of wildlife
resources which fall within a protected area;

support the establishment and management of protected
areas by local authorities, communities, civil society
organisations and the private sector;

identify and create additional protected areas to ensure
adequate protection and representation of the biophysical
heritage of Ghana, provide migration corridors and address
other ecosystemic demands necessary to the life cycle of
Ghana’s wildlife; and

conduct awareness campaigns around protected areas to
win local support for conservation initiatives.
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(2) The Commission in furtherance of the object under paragraph
(b) of section 3

(a) shall assist local communities to identify suitable areas and
support them to develop the necessary capacity and institutional
structures to establish and manage Community Resource
Management Areas;

(b) may, at any time, suspend or withdraw authority for the
operation of a Community Resource Management Area
if the Commission has reason to believe that wildlife is not
managed on a sustainable basis or there are infringements
of the provisions of this Act; and

(c) shall provide technical advice on the control of problem
animals in order to protect the lives and property of persons.

(3) The Commission, in furtherance of the object under paragraph
(c) of section 3, shall

(a) identify species that require special protection, and those
that are suitable for sustainable use;

(b) issue licences and permits for the regulation of hunting,
capturing and trading in wildlife, wildlife products and
wildlife services; and

(c) work with local authorities, the Police, the Customs Division
of the Ghana Revenue Authority, the CITES National Scientific
Authority referred to in subsection (1) of section 28 and
other agencies to enforce and implement the licence and
permit system effectively.

(4) The Commission, in furtherance of the object under paragraph
(d) of section 3, shall
(a) advise and represent Government in all matters pertaining
to the implementation of international conventions and
agreements concerned with wildlife which Ghana has
ratified, in particular,
(i) the Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance Especially As Waterfowl Habitat,
(RAMSAR), 1971;
(ii) the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, 1973; and
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(ii1) the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals, (BONN), 1979;
liaise with
(1) the other parties and the secretariats for each of the
Conventions mentioned in paragraph (a) and submit
the required national reports on the implementation
status of each convention to the secretariat of that
convention; and
(11) agencies advising and representing governments
under the United Nations General Assembly,
Convention on Biological Diversity and its
Cartagena Protocol, World Heritage Convention,
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change and its Kyoto Protocol and other relevant
Conventions;
be the Management Authority for the purposes of the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora;
be the national authority or focal point for the purposes of
the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species
of Wild Animals, (BONN), 1979 and the Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl
Habitat, (RAMSAR), 1971; and
work with local authorities, the Police, Customs Division
of the Ghana Revenue Authority and other agencies to
enforce and implement the provisions of these international
conventions.

(5) The Commission in furtherance of the objects under paragraph
(e) of section 3 shall

(@)

®)

commission and conduct research on the distribution and
status of wildlife, promote public awareness of wildlife
conservation issues and develop environmental education
generally;

collect, maintain and analyse statistics and information relating
to wildlife and use results from the analysis to inform policy
development and management decision making; and
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