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A Rocha Ghana Responds to Recent Claims Regarding Forest Reserve Encroachment by Galamsey
e 44 or 51?7 We are losing our forests, that is what the evidence shows.

Accra, September 9, 2026 — A Rocha Ghana has taken note of recent claims that our position on the
number of forest reserves affected by illegal mining is inaccurate.

We stand by the evidence that informed our assessment.

A press release published by A Rocha Ghana as a member of the Coalition Against Galamsey — Ghana
(CAGG) on March 28, 2026, indicated that “at least 50 forests” are currently facing encroachment linked
to illegal mining activities. This figure is based on our research and analysis, and highlights a serious
environmental concern that deserves urgent attention.

On September 8, 2026, Julius Kwame Anthony, spokesperson for the government and Press Secretary at
the Ministry of the Interior, stated during Channel One TV’s Breakfast Daily programme that the number
of forest reserves affected was 44, rather than the over 50 encroached forests reported in our assessment.
He indicated that the 44 figure was based on verification he conducted with the Ministry of Lands and
Natural Resources (MLNR).

We have also taken note of an alleged message from Paa Kwesi Schandorf, spokesperson for the National
Anti-Illegal Mining Operations Secretariat (NAIMOS) and the MLNR, which was read during the
programme and suggested that current incursions into forest reserves are minor and manageable.

We respect the role of government institutions in monitoring and protecting Ghana’s forest reserves, and
we acknowledge the work being done in this area. At the same time, where there is a difference in figures,
we believe the appropriate response is verification, not accusation.

If the number is 44, 51, or another figure, then let the evidence establish it.

A Rocha Ghana is committed to transparency and accuracy in its reporting. We therefore welcome scrutiny
of our data and methodology and believe that the information behind these figures should be examined
openly and objectively.

But there is also a bigger issue here.

Whether 44, 51, or any other figure is ultimately established, the reality remains that Ghana’s forest reserves
are under serious threat from illegal mining. Even where an incursion is described as minor or manageable,
it represents a risk to forests, biodiversity, water resources and the environmental integrity of these protected
areas.

We do not want the national conversation to become a debate over whose figure is accurate while forest
destruction continues.

A Rocha Ghana is preparing for a press conference where we will present the evidence supporting our
findings, including the data sources and methodology used in our assessment. We welcome the opportunity
for the figures to be examined, questioned and verified.

Our position is straightforward: let the evidence speak, let us establish the facts, and let us act to protect
what remains of Ghana’s forests.

For further inquiries or interview requests, please contact:

Daryl Bosu
020 255 5727


https://web.facebook.com/reel/1086990347411722

List of Forest Reserves affected by galamsey in Ghana

Region Forest Reserve

Western Region

Tonton

Fure River

Fure Headwaters

Angoben Shelterbelt

Totua Shelterbelt

Nueng South

Neung North

Bonsa River

Ndumfri

Subri River
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Cape Three Points

Western North

12 Krokosua Hills

13 Sui River

14 Suhuma

15 Anhwiaso East

42 Atewa Range Extension

43 Aiyaola

44 Atewa Range

45 Southern Scarp
Savannah

46 Yerada
Upper East Region

47 Red Volta East

48 Red Volta West

49 Tankwidi East
Others

50 Draw River

51 Ebi River Shelterbelt

52 Pra Suhien 1

53 Tano Ehuro

54 Dampia Range

55 Pompo Headwaters

56 Mamang River

57 Auro River

16 Anhwiaso South

17 Afao Hills

18 Upper Wassaw

19 Tano Anhwia

20 Tano Nimri

21 Yoyo River

22 Boin River

23 Boin-Tano

Central Region
24 Bowiye

Ashanti Region
25 Opon Mansi
26 Jimira / Jimira Ext.

27 Tano offin

28 Offin Shelterbelt

29 Asenanyo

30 Oda River

31 Denyau Shelterbelt

32 Bosomtwi Range

33 Apamprama

34 Subin Shelterbelt

35 Supuma

36 Jeni River

37 Tinte Bepo Low Impact

38 Desiri Low Impact

39 Kwamisa

Eastern Region

40 Birim

41 Pra-Anum




